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SUMMARY
A 23 year old male presented in a profoundly collapsed condition. Haematologi-
cal findings were suggestive of infectious mononucleosis and a diagnostic peritoneal
tap produced blood. Rupture of the spleen was suspected and confirmed at
operation.
We wish to express our thanks to Dr. J. C. Davison and Mr. W. A. Hanna for permission
to publish details of this case and to Dr. C. C. Kennedy for his help in the preparation of the
paper.
The histological examination of the spleen was by Dr. F. Alexander.
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BOOK REVIEW
PRACTICAL ANAESTHESIA FOR LUNG SURGERY. By Ruth Mansfield and
Richard Jenkins. (Pp. 202; figs. 47. 50s). London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cassell,
1967).
THIS book is aimed at the registrar anaesthetist learning about the special problems of lung
surgery, a field which has diminished so much that it is difficult to obtain experience of
all aspects, outside the largest of chest hospitals. It is written by anaesthetists, a physiologist
and two physiotherapists from the Brompton Hospital and emphasises the techniques used in
this centre.
The section on physiology by Francis J. Prime covers clearly the essentials of compliance,
ventilation/perfusion ratios and gas transport but inevitably omits large aspects of pulmonary
physiology of which the anaesthetist needs to know, such as the role of surface tension in
alveolar collapse and the pulmonary aspects of cardiac disease.
The pharmacology of a wide range of agents is discussed and here one feels that too many
drugs are mentioned and treated rather inadequately. The main justification of the book is
for the chapter on "Control of Secretions" where posture, blockers and endobronchial tubes
are described in detail. The chapters on Anaesthetic Technique for different operations also
contain much information not readily available elsewhere.
The supporting chapters are only of value as brief introductions and for this reason more
references would have been welcome. However, it is a book covering a limited field in detail
and is therefore valuable reading for any candidate for the F.F.A. examination. The illus-
trations are clear and the production is exceptionally good.
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